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“The single most important activity for building the 

knowledge required for eventual success in reading, 

is reading aloud to children.”  

1985 The Report of the Commission on Reading

· Increase listening skills

· Develop language skills, build vocabulary

· Excite imagination

· Show reading is fun

· Ready to learn to read

Reading Aloud

· Familiarize yourself with the story

· Introduce the story—title, topic, purpose for reading--involve listeners

· Hold the book so everyone can see

· Read slowly and clearly

· Explain unknown words

· Ask questions as you read

· Use different voices and sounds

· Encourage children to join in repeated words or refrains

· Keep interruptions to a minimum

· Discuss the book after reading

Big books

· Easier to see

· Reinforces relationship between speaking and reading

Storytelling

· Choose a story you like yourself

· Learn the major events in the story

· Practice your story

· Make use of storytelling books and collections

· Use props to help tell the stories

Making the Facility “Reader Friendly”

· Easy access to books, separate area for independent reading

· Adequate storage and light

· Rules about how to treat books properly

· Special read-aloud time for all ages

· Invite parents and other volunteers to read 

· Encourage older children to read to younger children

Finding Books

· Local librarian

· Non-profit Organizations

· Familiarize yourself with children’s books

· Invite parents and other volunteers to read 

· Make your own books

· Student made books

Summary
· Make reading and books a part of your everyday  routine 

· Follow  good read aloud practices

· Try using new techniques—big books, choral reading, and storytelling

· Explore different resources for obtaining books

· Choosing books that children like

· Create a reading environment

· Invite volunteers and parents to read with children

